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2032 2nd Street, Lake Park, MN 56554
August 11, 2025 - 7:00 p.m.



A. CALL TO ORDER 
· Meeting called to order by Vice Mayor Keith Zachariason at 7:00 p.m. at the Lake Park City Center.

B. ROLL CALL 
· [bookmark: _Hlk150777899]Members Present:  Andrea Pollock, Britney Ronning, and Keith Zachariason
· Members Absent:  John Beaudine and Kayla Mayer
· Staff: Dave Coufal, Todd Frank, Sarah Mikkelsen, Carly Olson, and Brenda Seley
· Contracted:  Dylan Ramstad Skoyles and Brandon Reber (via phone)
· Media:  	
· Guests:  Vicki Alder, Abby Anderson, Donna Covey, John Covey, Jason Francis, Jim Harstad, Anthony Johnson, Jim Olson, Marie Nelson, Brian Shephard, Peg Ullrich, and Steve Westlund

C. ADDITIONS AND/OR REMOVALS 
1. Becker County Construction Update: Jim Olson – Concrete work was scheduled to be done at the end of last week; however, due to weather and other delays, they have been pulled off to finish other work and have asked for an extension to 9/24/25 to be ready for Pumpkin Fest. Storm sewer is underway on Front Street. May have a day or two that the road by the bank will need to be shut down, but the drive through will be open on Saturday. When concrete crew comes back in two weeks their top priority will be to get curb and gutter done downtown. Next week yards will be worked on where dirt is piled up. The City is very disappointed with the work the county’s contractors are doing. They have been sloppy, disrespectful, disruptive, broke many things of the City’s that needed to be fixed, and have not kept to the schedule especially for downtown businesses. This construction needs to be complete in time for Pumpkin Fest as this is a huge festival for the town. Anthony with Moore Engineering has done a great job providing updates and communicating with residents. Becker County will discuss our feedback with the contractors. 

D.	PUBLIC FORUM & CORRESPONDENCE 
1. Westlund Excavating: Steve Westlund – Not buying area further North, only the parcel that butts up to Westlund’s land. City Ordinance allows to exempt sub-divider. Purchase Agreement needs to be in place showing the lot will be purchased and it’s going to be combined with his existing tract. 
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Pollock to approve this purchase pending a Purchase Agreement being in place showing the lot will be purchased and it’s going to be combined with Westlund’s existing tract.
2. Turnkey: Jason Francis – Turnkey requests utility easement at the construction site for the third Turnkey building (townhouse rentals based on TIF district requirement) to be vacated, however, flat ground is needed for the transformer for utilities. Turnkey will stake out the area where the new building and utility easement will be based on the drawing and Frank’s approval is required prior to it being granted. A Special Meeting will be scheduled for final approval. Moore Engineering requires an updated utility plan set and storm water report prior to work starting. Mikkelsen will confirm which documents have been received to-date. 
3. Donna Covey Order from Law Enforcement – Several complaints received on the amount of stuff in the yard, and there are several Ordinance violations. A letter was served to Donna on June 16th and she has 60 days to comply. If the items are not cleared out within the 60 day period, there will be an Abatement hearing. 

E.         CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Minutes from 7/14/25
2. Minutes from 7/23/25
3. Bills 
4. EDA Report – Need to find two additional members, continue to work on potential farmer’s market, reviewed numbers on Jetvig land, electronic sign is in the works to move, and will work toward getting a double pickle ball court (~$50,000 of which the City will pay 1/3). Consensus was reached to proceed.
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Pollock to approve Consent Agenda. 
Roll Call:  Pollock - Aye, Ronning - Aye, Zachariason - Aye

[bookmark: _Hlk169776940]F.          ADDITIONAL BILLS
	1.	Additional Bills 
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Pollock to approve additional bills.
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G.	STAFF REPORT
	1.	Brandon Reber, Moore Engineering   
2. Brenda Seley, Nutrition Coordinator – Request for additional vacation time based on working at City for almost 15 years. Currently, she has 2 weeks of vacation (total of 50 hours based on working part-time). Council will review policy and ensure it represents Seley as well.  
	3.	Dave Coufal, Fire Chief
a. Fire Calls - There were four fire calls.
b. Fire Hose Testing – Hose testing will be completed and certified for $3,360 and ladders certified for $424. 
c. 1991 Rescue Truck – New alternator arrived and will be installed.  
4. Carly Olson, Municipal Liquor Manager
a. Dogs – People are starting to bring dogs into the bar. Legally, this is allowed only if it is a service dog. It is a petty misdemeanor if someone says it’s a service dog and it isn’t a service dog. An emotional support dog is not the same as a service dog. 
5. Brady Burnside, Police Chief 
6. Todd Frank, Utility & Public Works 
a. Becker County Construction - Contractors have busted several City items, and the City Utilities staff have been busy fixing them. 
b. Snow Plowing on Lake Street by Turnkey Buildings – This will be taken over by the City after the third building construction is complete. 
7. Dylan Ramstad Skoyles, City Attorney 
a. AT&T Lease – AT&T wants to give the City their shed in exchange for reducing the remainder of their lease down to $50,000. The AT&T lease currently has the rest of 2025 (~$11,000) and all of 2026, 2027, 2028, and 2029 ($133,455.32). Consensus reached not to take AT&T’s offer. 
	8.	Sarah Mikkelsen, City Clerk-Treasurer 
		a.	Budget Fund Summaries 
		b.	Audit – It was recommended to close the fire truck savings account and put it in the General account with all other departments. An appropriate split of interest will be given to Liquor Store, General Fund, Electric and Fire. Mikkelsen spoke with Coufal on this, and agreement was reached to proceed. 
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Pollock to approve closing the fire truck savings account and putting it in the General account with all other departments.
b. 2026 Preliminary Budget – Mikkelsen will provide individual budget templates to Department Heads to fill out and then meet with each manager to review and insert in September agenda packet. 
c. Minnesota Paid Leave Law – This is a huge undertaking that will take effect January 1, 2026. It will cost .88% of your wage. Coverage for up to 20 weeks for family leave and medical leave. This is legally mandatory for the City to pay for at least 50% of the plan. This is separate from and does not replace Long Term Disability which takes effect after 12 weeks, and it does not replace Short Term Disability which the City does not have. 
d. September Meeting – Mikkelsen will be out of the office the week of September 1, 2025, so agenda packets will be provided one week early. 
	9.	Council Reports
		a.	Softball Field – Outside of fence needs repair and a quote has been received for $21,150. Bases need to be moved out to 70 feet. 
	M/S/CU:  Ronning/Pollock approve proceeding with fence repair and moving bases. 
	b.	Resignation – Kayla Mayer turned in her resignation from City Council.
	M/S/CU:  Pollock/Zachariason approves resignation of Kayla Mayer. 
c. Resolution 25-801 – City Council accepts the resignation of Kaya Mayer declaring vacancy effective August 10, 2025.  
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Pollock approves resignation of Kayla Mayer. 
d. Open Council Seat & EDA Seats – Mikkelsen will write up an advertisement for the vacant Council seat and the two vacant EDA seats with deadline of Thursday, September 4, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. 

H.	NEW BUSINESS 
	1.	East & West Entrance Signs to the City – Contract is up for renewal. There are no changes required.   

I. OLD BUSINESS
1.   	Reimbursement Policy – Tabled until the next City Council meeting. 
2. Job Classification and Compensation Services Proposal – Tabled until the next City Council meeting.
3. Park – Safety and ADA Loss Control Survey – Council will look into what options are available. Frank has completed several items on the moderate priority list already and will work on the remaining items. 
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J.	OTHER BUSINESS

K.	ANNOUNCEMENTS 

L.	ADJOURNMENT – 8:51 p.m.
																						
THESE MINUTES WERE OFFICIALLY APPROVED AT THE REGULAR MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 8, 2025.

_____________________________________			_____________________________________
Sarah Mikkelsen, City Clerk-Treasurer				John Beaudine, Mayor
image1.png
GATEWAY TO THE LAKES





