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2032 2nd Street, Lake Park, MN 56554
November 10, 2025 - 7:00 p.m.



A. CALL TO ORDER 
· Meeting called to order by Mayor John Beaudine at 7:00 p.m. at the Lake Park City Center.

B. ROLL CALL 
· [bookmark: _Hlk150777899]Members Present:  John Beaudine, Andrea Pollock, Britney Ronning, and Keith Zachariason
· Members Absent:  Andy Krause
· Staff: Brady Burnside, Dave Coufal, Todd Frank, Sarah Mikkelsen, and Carly Olson
· Contracted:  Dylan Ramstad Skoyles 
· Media:  	
· Guests:  Barb Chromy

C. ADDITIONS AND/OR REMOVALS 

D. PUBLIC FORUM & CORRESPONDENCE  
· Barb Chromy – Several dogs are not leashed, and her dog was attacked on 6th Street. The Ordinance states that dogs need to be under the control of the owner and on a leash. Residents need to contact the Police Department at the time of the incident so that the Ordinance can be enforced. To give a citation to someone, the dog needs to be found and also need to find and prove who the owner of the dog is. If the Police Department is not notified at the time of the incident, it’s extremely difficult to enforce the Ordinance. 
i. Burnside provided the following dog statistics for the 2025 Calendar year to-date: 28 total animal calls: 2 cats, 1 bear, and 25 dogs. 
1. 6 dog calls were to a single residence (5 of the calls were welfare checks as the person is out of town frequently and has different people taking care of her dogs)
2. 3 calls the dog could not be located
3. 2 calls were welfare checks
4. Total of 4 dogs have been brought to the pound due to there not being any tags on them so didn’t know whose dogs they were
5. 3 calls were for bites within the home
6. 2 citations have been issued for dogs getting out and biting another dog and biting a person
7. There are a total of 108 dogs that are registered to-date this year with the following expiration based on rabies vaccination certificate.  
a. 2025 Licenses – 25
b. 2026 Licenses – 44
c. 2027 Licenses – 18
d. 2028 Licenses – 21
8. Burnside also spoke with the manager of Raiderview Apartments a few times. Dog registration information was posted on each apartment door a few months ago and dog registration is now a requirement in the lease agreement. Burnside reminded the manager again of the leash law.
9. Dog registration information is sent out with the utility billing periodically, and similar to Raiderview Apartments, can be posted on doors of those who don’t receive utility bills. 

E.         CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Minutes from 10/13/25 Council Meeting
2. Bills 
3. EDA Report – Parade of Trees is the week of Thanksgiving. Requesting Frank to look into automatic doors with handicap push button opening and potentially automatic locking at both ends of Village Square. Frank will obtain pricing. 
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Zachariason to approve Consent Agenda. 
Roll Call:  Beaudine – Aye, Pollock – Aye, Ronning – Aye, Zachariason - Aye

[bookmark: _Hlk169776940]F.          ADDITIONAL BILLS
	1.	Additional Bill – One bill from Ramstad in the amount of $575. 
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Zachariason to approve additional bill. 
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G.	STAFF REPORT
	1.	Brandon Reber, Moore Engineering   
2. Brenda Seley, Nutrition Coordinator 
	3.	Dave Coufal, Fire Chief
a. Fire Calls - There were two fire calls.
b. DNR Permit Activation – Coufal spoke with the DNR about getting variance permit activation within Lake Park city limits for permits that are provided by the DNR only. Currently, Coufal is liable for permits. Ramstad Skoyles will look into this.  
c. Old Rescue Unit – Sold at auction for $5,200 and the City awaits receipt of the check.
d. Engine 2 – In 2026 the Fire Department will be replacing Engine 2. A grant was applied for but wasn’t received. Once the engine reaches 40 years old (which is next year), it doesn’t qualify for ISO (Insurance Service Organization) which rates communities for fire protection which qualifies us for discounts on home fire insurance.    
4. Carly Olson, Municipal Liquor Manager 
a. Things have been slow overall, however, anticipate business to pick up. Tuesday night Bargo has been going well.   
5. Brady Burnside, Police Chief 
a. Calls for Service – Since the last City Council meeting there have been 31 calls for service: 
i. 6 Citations have been issued (2 for speed, 2 for loud exhaust, 1 for dog at large, and 1 for juvenile vape at school)
ii. 20 hours of proactive patrolling at the school
iii. 6 hours of community engagement
iv. Several citizen and juvenile contacts that didn’t warrant a report 
b. Covey Property – Will be forwarding the finalized report to City Attorney’s office for charges on this. The City of Hawley is pursuing charges through their City Attorney as well. 
6. Todd Frank, Utility & Public Works Superintendent 
a. Activity – Flushing sewers, maintenance on gas valves, working on Raider Road electronic sign, and training hours on water license. 
7. Dylan Ramstad Skoyles, City Attorney 
	8.	Sarah Mikkelsen, City Clerk-Treasurer 
		b.	State Bank of Lake Park Certificate of Deposit – The CD at the bank was $179,915.01 and made approximately $4,400 in interest. The CD has been renewed for 12 months at a rate of 3.5%.
		c.	Annual Workers Comp Audit – This has been completed and submitted. 
		d.	Polling Place Accessibility Grant Application – This has been submitted, and we will hear by the end of December if we are awarded any of the items. 
		f.	Performance Appraisal – Forms were provided to supervisors and City Council and are needing to be returned to Mikkelsen by December 3, 2025. 
		g.	Nutrition Services Contract – This has not been received yet. Mikkelsen will follow-up with Nutrition Services for an update and it is anticipated to be provided in the next few weeks. A steam table has been purchased to replace the one that is broken and Utility staff will assemble it. 
	9.   Council Reports – Questions have been received regarding driving golf carts in town. The Recreational 
		Motor Vehicle Ordinance states that without having such recreational motor vehicles registered as provided 
		by State Statute 84788 which states for the purpose of this subdivision it does not include a golf cart, 
		etc. and golf carts can’t be registered. The Ordinance states if it’s not registered it is not a	recreational vehicle. 
		The State does allow cities to allow golf carts so this Ordinance may be revisited.   

H.	NEW BUSINESS 
1.   	Lakes Accounting Lease – Council will review the lease and status of rent and tax payments and will make a decision at the next City Council meeting. 
2.	Utility Rates  
a. Resolution 25-1101: Gas Rates
M/S/CU:  Zachariason/Ronning to approve Resolution 25-1101: Gas Rates. 
Roll Call:  Beaudine – Aye, Pollock – Aye, Ronning – Aye, Zachariason - Aye
b. Resolution 25-1102: Electric Rates
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Zachariason to approve Resolution 25-1102: Electric Rates. 
Roll Call:  Beaudine – Aye, Pollock – Aye, Ronning – Aye, Zachariason - Aye
c. Resolution 25-1103: Water Rates
M/S/CU:  Zachariason/Ronning  to approve Resolution 25-1103: Water Rates. 
Roll Call:  Beaudine – Aye, Pollock – Aye, Ronning – Aye, Zachariason - Aye
d. Resolution 25-1104: Sewer Rates
M/S/CU:  Zachariason/Ronning to approve Resolution 25-1104: Sewer Rates. 
Roll Call:  Beaudine – Aye, Pollock – Aye, Ronning – Aye, Zachariason – Aye
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3. Midnite Riders Snowmobile Club – Permit approval is requested to do their annual raffle. 
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Pollock to approve permit. 

I. OLD BUSINESS
1. 	Job Classification and Compensation Services Proposal – Council is choosing Option 1: Pay Study and Market Analysis for $5,150. 
	M/S/CU:  Zachariason/Ronning to approve proceeding with Study and market analysis.  
Action: John will contact Tessia, David Drown this week to let her know to proceed. Benefits are part of the analysis.
2. MN Paid Leave Law – Policy - This is State mandated and is required to be implemented January 1, 2026. Going with a Private Plan is not financially favorable at this time as there is a $500 fee to apply for a Private Plan, this is non-refundable, and the City could be denied. There was a Region I City Clerks meeting a few weeks ago, 22 cities attended, and 3 cities awaited feedback on their request to go with a Private Plan. These 3 cities currently have extra plans with their Private company and the City of Lake Park does not have these other plans with anyone. A Surety Bond would also be required which adds $200 to the cost of applying for a Private Plan, for a total of $700. The potential savings of going with a Private Plan were not great enough to warrant the $700 fee. Proceeding with the plan the State offers will have Lake Park similar to the cities of Hawley, Barnesville, and Frazee. This has also been reviewed by the Lake Park City Attorney. By proceeding with the State plan, the State decides whether to approve time off and there is oversight by the City Clerk/Treasurer Mikkelsen. This Law requires the City pay half of the cost which is .44%, and they may pay up to the maximum of .88%. The City will pay half the cost, .44%. Intermittent leave can be taken in 4 hour increments. Paid Leave pays only a portion of the employee’s wages so ESST, Sick time, and Vacation can be used simultaneously so employee receives full wages. Starting in January 2026 the City Council will be getting paid monthly and the fire fighters will be getting paid quarterly.
M/S/CU:  Ronning/Zachariason to approve the City paying .44% of cost and taking increments of 4 hours. 
	
J.	OTHER BUSINESS
1. Office Space: Dr. A.S. Midthune Health & Public Safey – It has been a year since offering the open office space to Essentia. They have verbally said they are interested but haven’t responded whether they will lease the space. Mikkelsen will let them know that effective 2/1/26 the City will open it up to the public to lease. 
2. Rural Capacity Program – There are four programs with a revolving loan for commercial exterior improvement, child care incentive program, business retention expansion, and beautification. Park Rapids, Vergas, Buehl, and Grand Meadow have all used this program. Vergas used it to beautify their downtown area. The program is good for applying one time and requires the plan to be set prior to applying. It is free to apply, and if chosen, the City would receive $13,500 and 135 hours of technical help from the program. The City, EDA, Betterment Association, and City residents would be responsible for raising/obtaining money to fulfill the plan. Cody Piper from Becker County may be a good contact as he writes grants and has received grants for the county. The application is due November 26th. The Council decided not to pursue the program at this time as any money raised should go toward other projects such as repairing the streets. 
g	
K.	ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. Parade of Trees: November 27th – 30th. 
2. Truth and Taxation Meeting: December 8th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. prior to the EDA and City Council meetings. A quorum of City Council members is required to attend this meeting. 

L.	ADJOURNMENT – 8:24 p.m.
																						
THESE MINUTES WERE OFFICIALLY APPROVED AT THE REGULAR MEETING ON DECEMBER 8, 2025.

_____________________________________			_____________________________________
Sarah Mikkelsen, City Clerk-Treasurer				John Beaudine, Mayor
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